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BY THE BOARD: 

This matter is before the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (“Board”) following an Initial Decision 
issued by Administrative Law Judge Matthew Miller (“ALJ Miller”) on April 1, 2025 (“Initial 
Decision”). By this Decision and Order, which is the Final Decision in this matter pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 52:14B-10, the Board adopts the Initial Decision in its entirety. 

BACKGROUND/PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

On September 23, 2024, Patricia Cardinale (“Petitioner”) filed a petition with the Board concerning 
utility service and tree removal on her property (“Petition”). Public Service Electric and Gas 
Company (“Respondent” or “PSE&G”) filed an answer to the Petition on October 22, 2024. 

On November 12, 2024, this matter was transmitted to the Office of Administrative Law as a 
contested case in accordance N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 to 15, and N.J.A.C. 1:1-1.1 to 21.6, and assigned 
to Administrative Law Judge Matthew Miller (“ALJ Miller”). 

On March 10, 2025, the Petitioner and PSE&G entered into an agreement resolving all issues in 
this matter (“Stipulation”). The terms and conditions agreed upon provide that PSE&G agrees to 
top (i.e., remove all branches down to the height of the secondary wire at the midspan) the two 
(2) trees in question located on Petitioner’s premise. The Respondent also agrees to dispose of
all branches extracted. As part of the Stipulation, Petitioner agrees to assume responsibility for
the removal and disposal of the remainder of her two (2) trees after the trees are topped and
branches removed by PSE&G. The Petitioner agrees and understands that no claims or
grievances can be later adjudicated relating to the matters referenced in the Petition.
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On April 1, 2025, ALJ Miller issued an Initial Decision. By the Initial Decision, ALJ Miller found 
that the Stipulation was voluntary, consistent with the law, and fully dispositive of all issues in 
controversy. 
 
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:14B-10(c), the Board has forty-five (45)-days to review the Initial Decision 
and issue a Final Decision by May 12, 2025. On April 23, 2025, the Board ordered that the 
deadline for the Board to render its Final Decision by extended to June 30, 2025.1 

 
DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS 

The Board, having carefully reviewed the record in this proceeding, including the Petition, ALJ 
Miller’s Initial Decision, and the attached Stipulation, HEREBY FINDS that the Petitioner and 
PSE&G have voluntarily agreed to the Stipulation, that the Stipulation fully disposes of all issues 
in this proceeding, and it is consistent with the law. The Board FURTHER FINDS that the Initial 
Decision, which adopts the Stipulation, is in the public interest and in accordance with the law. 
Accordingly, the Board HEREBY ADOPTS the Initial Decision and Stipulation in its entirety, and 
HEREBY INCORPORATES its terms and conditions as though fully set forth herein, subject to 
any terms and conditions set forth in this Order. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 Patrica Cardinale V. Public Service Electric and Gas Company. BPU Docket No. EC24100778; OAL 
Docket No. PUC 16061-24, Order dated April 23, 2025. 
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